
Leipzig & ecomobility 'in context'
Located in the east of Germany in the former German Democratic Republic (GDR), 

half of the 20th century. The population decreased steadily from the 1960s to the 

end of the 1990s, with a rapid population decrease occurring post-1990 following the 

cities in western Germany. 

increasing. A 2011 report, which indicated a baseline population of 525,000, predicted 

the population growth rate has exceeded the predicted rate, and as of June 2017, the 

that Leipzig will be home to approximately 720,000 inhabitants by 2030, making it the 

Part of this rapid growth can be attributed to the fact that Leipzig has earned the 

policies and measures aimed at enabling increased bicycling and walking. The City’s 

the success of its plans. 

bicycling and public transportation to 70 per cent by 2030. 

City of Leipzig is seen as a global leader for its application of sustainable urban mobility 

City of Leipzig, Germany
Promoting livability through sustainable transportation 

Population
585,000

Land area 
297  km²

Modal split (2015)

Walking: 25.4% 
Bicycling: 17.3% 
Public transportation: 17.6% 
Personal automobile: 30.4% 
Car-sharing: 9.3% 
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Leipzig is a participant in  
the EcoMobility Alliance

Leipzig  
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Description of activities

Public Transportation 

as the 8th largest by area. On the contrary, the City of Leipzig has adopted the compact city principle as part of its 

connections - as well as with other forms of local public transportation, including the 61 bus lines and 737 buses 

across the region.  The current the public transportation utilization rate in Leipzig is 0.63 trips per capita per day, 

Image 1].  

Image 1: Even on a major street, an LVB tram is easily accessible and provides ample space for riders to embark and disembark Source: City of Leipzig
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aimed at reducing personal automobile use and making city streets more appealing for walking and bicycling. 

modes of transportation. 

for bicycles, public transportation and greenery. In order to transform the street, space was taken away from 

calmed, benches and rest-points are being installed and an increased number of crossing aids are being added. 

policy which drastically reduces the maximum automobile speed can be applied, transforming the street into a de 

Leipzig”.

Image 2

compared to 20 years ago and is considered to be one of the most bicycle-friendly cities in Germany.

Image 2: Even during a snowy winter, bicyclists in Leipzig make sure that the space provided for securing bicycles outside of the Central Station is in use Source: City of Leipzig
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Public participation 

process with citizens, associations, working groups and politicians was conducted before the City Council of Leipzig 

Results 

As the population of the City of Leipzig has grown, the modal split for bicycling has also increased: from 12.4 per 

cent in 2003 to 17.3 per cent in 2017.  Coinciding with this increase, the number of pedestrianized streets in the city 

was reduced from 870 to 225 from 2008 to 2015, and the parking fee was doubled in 2011. The remaining parking 

mobility to 30 per cent (currently 39.8 per cent) by 2025. In order to make this target a success, the City will 

encourage car-sharing in lieu of personal automobile use and hopes to decrease the modal split for the personal 

automobile to 22 per cent (currently 30.4 per cent) and the modal split for car-sharing to 8 per cent (currently 9.3 

Image 3]. Accounting for multiple platforms, there are currently more than 12,000 car-

Source: City of Leipzig
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für Konsumforschung) in 2016. The City of Leipzig also shared its tram station design principles with Kumamoto, 

Challenges and lessons learned

the modal share for public transportation has only slightly increased:  from 17.3 per cent in 2003 to 17.5 per cent 

of transport (transit multi-modality) as a measure that can contribute to increased public transportation ridership. 

Transit multi-modality allows the population to use a single form of payment for multiple forms of transport during 

a single trip. 

Image 4:Street art which features parking signs that are no longer in use Source: Frank Vincentz, Creative Commons license
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Another hallmark of the mobility planning in Leipzig is the prominent presence of 

newcomers to the city - of which there are expected to be ca.  40,000 per year - into 

the existing and planned sustainable modes of transit in the city. In 2016, the City of 

Leipzig experienced an increase of 10 million passengers - from 138 million in 2015 to 

In addition to increased public transportation ridership, the City of Leipzig also expects 

number of bicyclists also indicates a need for more dedicated bicycle lanes and more 

structures for bicycle parking. 

An additional challenge is to harmonize parking management for automobiles, 

Image 4
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Key Contacts

City of Leipzig
Torben Heinemann 
Head of Transport 
Technisches Rathaus
Prager Straße 118-136
04317 Leipzig 
Email: vta@leipzig.de 
www.leipzig.de

ICLEI World Secretariat  
EcoMobility Team
Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 7
53113 Bonn, Germany
Tel. +49-228 / 97 62 99-00
Email: ecomobility@iclei.org
www.ecomobility.org 
www.iclei.org
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